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even more striking ritual. They believe that the three
divisions into which the ball (pinda) of the preta is divided
represent an actual division of that preta into three parts : the
head, which is subsequently joined to the pinda of the father,
the heart, which is joined to that of the grandfather, and the
feet which are joined to the pinda of the great-grandfather*
So strongly do they feel that the * body' of the preta itself is
cut, that they will not do the cutting themselves, but call in
a man of a special caste known as a cutter (Kataliya) and pay
him two or three rupees for performing his dire office; but
once it is performed, they dismiss him, and the performer of
the Sraddha, the chief mourner, will not even look at him,
either then or ever*
Whatever method, however, is adopted to cut the pinda of
the preta, the chief mourner himself unites it with the pindas
of the ancestors, taking the most punctilious care as to the
way in which these three portions of the fourth ball are rubbed
and united with each ancestor's ball,
If the slightest crack or division between the original pinda
and the addition from the preta's pipda could be detected, the
union of the preta with the pitri would not be perfect, so the
performer rubs and kneads and welds the new and the old
portions into an absolutely homogeneous mass, still oval in
shape.
These three enlarged balls are then worshipped with water,
sandal-wood paste, flowers, and tulasi leaves.
When all this is completed, the performer of the Sraddha
promises to give to Brahmans beds, pots, clothing, shoes,
a cow, and different kinds of fruits, in order that the departed
spirit may have the use of all these things in tl^e next life.
But, besides promising these, he theri and there gives three
things to Brahmans, First, he takes a bronze pot filled with
hot clarified butter, looks steadily into it till he has seen
the reflection of his own face, and then hands it over to
a Brahman; next, he takes another bronze pot, filled this tioie
-with cold coagulated clarified butter, into which he sticjes some